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Aims of the Workshop

• To share why it is important for the school to address our students’ 
literacy

• To share how literacy is being addressed in-school

• To explain how SparxReader works

• To share ways in which you can support your child’s literacy

• To address any questions that were raised during the sign up to the 
event



Who Am I…

Andy Symes

Deputy Headteacher

Responsibility for:
▪ Teaching and Learning

▪ Literacy

▪ Learning Support

▪ Staff Development



Sheldon – A Comprehensive School

• Our comprehensive nature is 
something to be celebrated

• The school possesses wide 
ranging skills and attitudes

• Tonight’s workshop will not 
address every possible 
scenario/profile of student 



Why?
Why is the focus on reading so important?



Happy Students

Children who enjoy reading and 
writing are happier with their 
lives.

Children who enjoy reading are three 
times more likely to have good mental 
wellbeing than children who don’t enjoy 
it.

Link to research here

https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/mental-wellbeing-reading-and-writing/


Healthy Students

Children born into communities 
with the most serious literacy 
challenges have some of the 
lowest life expectancies in 
England.

Link to research here

https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/literacy-and-life-expectancy/


Declining Access to Books

1 in 12 children and young people 
aged 5 to 18 say they do not have 
a book of their own at home.

Book ownership is one of the top three 
predictors of reading performance. 
Almost three times as many book 
owners read daily.

Link to research here

https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/book-ownership-in-2023/


GCSE Preparation
Not just an ‘English Department’ problem



In Geography…



In Science…



In Maths…



In School Practice
What are we doing at Sheldon?



Explicit Vocabulary Instruction



A Christmas Carol



75% Vocabulary Comprehension



95% Vocabulary Comprehension



Full Text

Link to Further Reading

https://bedrocklearning.org/literacy-blogs/explicit-vocabulary-instruction/


Vocabulary

Sustainable

Which of the following is sustainable?

1. Throwing away a water bottle after one use.
2. Using solar power for electricity.
3. Only sleeping for 2 hours every night.

Sustainable

(adjective)

Something sustainable can be 

used often without it running 

out or getting damaged.

Using a bag for life is a more 

sustainable choice than 

single-use plastic.



Frayer Models



A Consistent Approach to 
Reading



FASE Reading

Fluency – Creating an opportunity for students to hear and practise 
reading aloud to develop fluency.

Accountability – Ensuring that students are accountable for engaging 
with text.

Social – Creating a sense of belonging amongst the group of readers.

Expressive – Reading aloud makes the meaning of text audible. The use 
of expression from teachers and students breathes life into the text.



FASE Reading

Primary Readers Secondary Readers



SparxReader



Why Does Sparx Reader Exist?

• Link to video shared here

https://youtu.be/PxA-Yjy-1AA?si=YXsvZzoHxrDTyVqP


SparxReader

Sparx Reader is an engaging and 
supportive platform in which 
pupils can develop their reading 
and literacy skill. 

The platform has options to 
change text and background 
colours, enlarge the text and 
check the meaning of unfamiliar 
vocabulary.



Digital Literacy and Technology Research

“While most of the reading done 
by children and young people in 
2019 is still paper-based, reading 
both on paper and on screen is 
associated with higher reading 
attainment and reading 
engagement.”



Managing Screen Time

Source: Scientific American (2024)

Link to article here

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/digital-books-shouldnt-count-as-screen-time/


What About Screen Time?

• Link to video shared here

https://youtu.be/a7N_dFq1Imw?si=xBnmv2syqOYh9zMx


Why eBooks?

• They provide teachers with full visibility of their students’ reading in terms 
of accuracy, time and book choice

• They provide books to students that are closely matched to their reading 
ability

• They ask students questions regularly to check that they have been reading 
in a focused and careful way

• They give students immediate evidence of their reading success
• They compartmentalise the sometimes-daunting process of tackling an 

entire book
• They adapt the amount of points given to pupils based on their reading 

speed, to level the playing field for readers of all abilities



Physical Books Remain Encouraged at Sheldon

• We urge pupils to visit the library to select books to read alongside 
their Sparx homework texts

• Students still have designated library lessons in years 7 and 8

• Students will still receive a free book from the school as part of the 
Book Buzz scheme

• Tutors will continue to read text from books in tutor time literacy 
sessions

• SparxReader is one strand of the school’s approach to literacy



SparxReader Journey

Baseline 
Assessment

Selecting 
Books

Checking for 
Understanding

Tracking and 
Monitoring

Rewarding



Assessment & SparxReading Levels

• Students cannot revise for 
assessments

• Baseline assessment to establish 
starting point

• Interim assessment (Easter time) 
to establish progress

• End of Year assessment to 
ensure that progress is sustained

Sparx Reading Levels correlate to reading 
ages:

• Sparx Level 1-2: Reading Age 5-7 (Easier 
books to support struggling readers, and 
simpler tasks in place of questions)

• Sparx Level 3-4: Reading Age 9 -10 (Easier 
books to support struggling readers)

• Sparx Level 5-6: Reading Age 11-12 
(Middle-grade books)

• Sparx Level 7-8: Reading Age 12-14 
(Higher middle-grade books)

• Sparx Level 9+: Reading Age 15+ 
(Challenging books for stronger readers)



Book Selection



Making Informed Choices

• It is important to control which texts 
are accessible to younger students so 
a number of books have a minimum 
age attached to them.

• SparxReader will flag if a book 
contains mature themes to a student 
when they are choosing a book.

• Students can hover on a label to see 
what the mature themes are, in order 
to make an informed choice of which 
book to begin reading. 



Book Selection

• Students are recommended 
books based upon their baseline 
assessed reading level

• Students can have two books in 
their library at once and they will 
be given a maximum of 4 books 
to choose from

• Students can swap books once 
they have read two sections



Platform Accessibility



Contextual Definitions



Accessibility

Features to support students who 
have:

• Dyslexia or dyslexic tendencies

• Eyesight difficulties

• Motor skill challenges

• ADD/ADHD tendecies



Why Are Students Quizzed?

• Link to video shared here

https://youtu.be/izYxubuZwyw?si=pS7IuictjJij22pk


Assessment

• Quizzing makes student 
comprehension visible

• Students get immediate 
feedback

• Staff are able to have discussions 
with students regarding 
understanding and/or 
commitment



Expectation

• Students gain 300 Sparx Reader 
Points (SRP) per week

• SRPs take into consideration the 
differing start points of our 
students



Teacher Insights



Gold Reader Pass

• Students who are doing additional 
reading on top of their compulsory 
homework will be rewarded for 
this with gold stars. 

• Once they reach 5 gold stars, 
students are awarded a Gold 
Reader pass which lasts for 5 
weeks.

• When a student is awarded a Gold 
Reader pass they can read a 
physical book of their choice.



Gold Reader Pass

• Teachers can also manually add 
Gold Reader Passes

• Students who are reading above 
age related expectations can elect 
to have a Gold Reader Pass so that 
they can read their own books 
instead of the books within the 
SparxReader library

• Students who are making good 
progress with their reading have a 
wider selection of books/reduced 
screen time



Rewards

• Students can opt into a 
Leaderboard

• Rewards for individuals and 
tutor groups to incentivise

• Conversations with students 
who are not engaging with 
reading

• Develop a love of reading - not 
punish children for not/into 
reading



How to Support Your Child

• Link to video shared here

https://youtu.be/9sajwleC4jU?si=BNYlzHQA2x0_TZjb


Thank You

• Please could you scan the QR 
code and complete the feedback 
form (3 questions)

• If you have any questions that 
you would like followed up –
please share them along with 
your contact details

• Have a safe onward journey…


