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Aims of the Workshop

* To share why it is important for the school to address our students’
literacy

* To share how literacy is being addressed in-school
* To explain how SparxReader works
* To share ways in which you can support your child’s literacy

* To address any questions that were raised during the sign up to the
event



Who Am |...

Andy Symes
Deputy Headteacher

Responsibility for:
" Teaching and Learning
= |Literacy
= | earning Support
= Staff Development



Sheldon — A Comprehensive School

 Our comprehensive nature is
something to be celebrated

* The school possesses wide
ranging skills and attitudes

* Tonight’s workshop will not
address every possible
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scenario/profile of student
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Why?

Why is the focus on reading so important?
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Happy Students

Children who enjoy reading and
writing are happier with their
lives.

Children who enjoy reading are three
times more likely to have good mental
wellbeing than children who don’t enjoy
it.

Link to research here
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https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/mental-wellbeing-reading-and-writing/

Healthy Students

Children born into communities
with the most serious literacy
challenges have some of the
lowest life expectancies in
England.

Link to research here



https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/literacy-and-life-expectancy/

Declining Access to Books

1 in 12 children and young people
aged 5 to 18 say they do not have
a book of their own at home.

Book ownership is one of the top three
predictors of reading performance.
Almost three times as many book
owners read daily.

Link to research here


https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/book-ownership-in-2023/

GCSE Preparation



In Geography...

Study Figure 7 which describes the effects of an intermediate technology project in an
area of Malawi, a country in Africa.

Figure 7
Bicycle Ambulances

There are two small Health Centres in the area serving 45 000 people. 1 in 6 women
die in childbirth.

People have to travel vast distances to be seen by a nurse or doctor. Travel to the
clinics is usually by ox and cart but this is an expensive and slow mode of transport.

A project was started to build bicycle ambulances and to provide training to the people
in the area so more patients can make their way to a health centre. It is hoped that
these bicycle ambulances will help save many lives.
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In Science...

3 A student plans a method to prepare pure crystals of copper sulfate.

The student’s method is:

1. Add one spatula of calcium carbonate to dilute hydrochloric acid in a beaker.

2. When the fizzing stops, heat the solution with a Bunsen burner until all the liquid
iS gone.

The method contains several errors and does not produce copper sulfate crystals.

Explain the improvements the student should make to the method so that
pure crystals of copper sulfate are produced.
[6 marks]
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18

In Maths...

Beth and Mia translate documents from Spanish into English.
A set of documents that would take Beth 8 days would take Mia 10 days.

Beth starts to translate the documents.
After 2 days Beth and Mia both work on translating the documents.

How many more days will it take to complete the work?

You must show your working.
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[4 marks]



In School Practice

What are we doing at Sheldon?
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Explicit Vocabulary Instruction



A Christmas Carol
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/5% Vocabulary Comprehension

oh! But he was o [ hond ot the I scrooce! o . . D D
I o< R Hard and sharp as [} from which no il had ever [ ovt I fire; secret, and [
I <l o c Jl The cold within him froze his old |l I s pointed nose, I his cheek,
I sl made his eyes red, his thin lips blue; and spoke out |l i» his I voice. A frosty i was on his

head, and on his eyebrows, and his ] chin. He carried his own low | c'ways about with him; he ] his office in

the I ond didn’t il it one I ot Christmas.
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95% Vocabulary Comprehension

Oh! But he was a tight-fisted hand at the [l Scrooge! a squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching,
covetous, old [l Hard and sharp as ] from which no steel had ever struck out generous fire; secret, and self-
contained, and solitary as a oyster. The cold within him froze his old features, nipped his pointed nose, shrivelled his cheek,
stiffened his i made his eyes red, his thin lips blue; and spoke out shrewdly in his grating voice. A frosty [l was on his
head, and on his eyebrows, and his wiry chin. He carried his own low temperature always about with him; he iced his office in
the I cnd didn't thaw it one degree at Christmas.
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Full Text

Oh! But he was a tight-fisted hand at the grindstone, Scrooge! a squeezing, wrenching, grasping, scraping, clutching,
covetous, old sinner! Hard and sharp as flint, from which no steel had ever struck out generous fire; secret, and self-
contained, and solitary as a oyster. The cold within him froze his old features, nipped his pointed nose, shrivelled his cheek,
stiffened his gait; made his eyes red, his thin lips blue; and spoke out shrewdly in his grating voice. A frosty rime was on his
head, and on his eyebrows, and his wiry chin. He carried his own low temperature always about with him; he iced his office in
the dog-days; and didn’t thaw it one degree at Christmas.
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Link to Further Reading



https://bedrocklearning.org/literacy-blogs/explicit-vocabulary-instruction/

Vocabulary

’ Sustainable

Sustainable
(adjective)

Something sustainable can be
used often without it running
out or getting damaged.

Using a bag for life is a more
sustainable choice than
single-use plastic.

®

Which of the following is sustainable?

1. Throwing away a water bottle after one use.
2. Using solar power for electricity.
3. Only sleeping for 2 hours every night.
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ity
’h‘b"‘?”"‘*“" woloria. revention J_/,x—fffi e

13 “ﬂ"‘"0'GMuvsusedeua;x;veWbecouse“ L /_érmk”:'Z%EEEL/P pEfee———== s
E= + Comugbon e . [ T

I S o o hoppins o Buaok 1 : M_),WWM‘W Moo =
= s W&MW e -~ 'O,r.\mﬂ)f 3 4 Sy e
S e J R TR L (T e
[t arowth affect $230 o ((Chia ;SChTA Jre -“-MILJMA«&Z A
= _% ST ——— e [ i ol Eam bl e o] wﬁ
e Industrial BV o & Pr—— B - 2 3 g — il B
= Mamse el § ST ——— Mactthew HopKiks Wés the
el Urban Growih T St aiels W BV ek s .

Town witrhdinder =

| * S evicrs hoe So %MP’“&"‘W&% i

Commercial Farming OILEET - == —1 | —
and deforestation “AW"‘ diysts
* Thoee (s i plibonduats damicals =
Mining and ol TNl o TS
tion Y i
extrac 3 . ol

bl witn losk pemle

Witch f;der\

noun) e B

Quality of Life in Nigeria

Guality ofIfe i commonly measured by the UNs .2 MO (H tron Bralmpmints T,

Nigeria has a Dl of 0532

Itis one of ! improving in the world.

4 | 3 other indicat ligeri o sgohqon' nproving y of Life are;

D v e o

* Belor apmns s "ﬁ" worand ssabiliag
i ! on what three

uuuuu

BE KIND | BE BRAVE | BE THE BEST YOU



A Consistent Approach to
Reading



FASE Reading

Fluency — Creating an opportunity for students to hear and practise
reading aloud to develop fluency.

Accountability — Ensuring that students are accountable for engaging
with text.

Social — Creating a sense of belonging amongst the group of readers.

Expressive — Reading aloud makes the meaning of text audible. The use
of expression from teachers and students breathes life into the text.



FASE Reading

Primary Readers Secondary Readers
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SparxReader
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Why Does Sparx Reader Exist?

e Link to video shared here


https://youtu.be/PxA-Yjy-1AA?si=YXsvZzoHxrDTyVqP

SparxReader
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Sparx Reader is an engaging and
supportive platform in which
pupils can develop their reading
and literacy skill.

The platform has options to
change text and background
colours, enlarge the text and
check the meaning of unfamiliar
vocabulary.




Digital Literacy and Technology Research

“While most of the reading done
by children and young people in

2019 is still paper-based, reading -
both on paper and on screen is N_at Ional
associated with higher reading L|te racy
attainment and reading T

rust

engagement.”

Change your story



Managing Screen Time

MARCH 4,2024 | 5MIN READ

Debating Screen Time? Here’s Why Reading
Might Tip Your Scales

Digital books will never replace the tactile experience of paper books, but as
part of bedtime reading and improving access to reading materials, they
shouldn’t be counted as screen time

BY NATALIA KUCIRKOVA

Source: Scientific American (2024)

Link to article here
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https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/digital-books-shouldnt-count-as-screen-time/

What About Screen Time?

e Link to video shared here


https://youtu.be/a7N_dFq1Imw?si=xBnmv2syqOYh9zMx

Why eBooks?

* They provide teachers with full visibility of their students’ reading in terms
of accuracy, time and book choice

. TBer provide books to students that are closely matched to their reading
ability

* They ask students questions regularly to check that they have been reading
in a focused and careful way

* They give students immediate evidence of their reading success

* They compartmentalise the sometimes-daunting process of tackling an
entire book

* They adapt the amount of points given to pu]pils based on their reading
speed, to level the playing field for readers of all abilities



Physical Books Remain Encouraged at Sheldon

* We urge pupils to visit the library to select books to read alongside
their Sparx homework texts

 Students still have designated library lessons in years 7 and 8

 Students will still receive a free book from the school as part of the
Book Buzz scheme

e Tutors will continue to read text from books in tutor time literacy
sessions

» SparxReader is one strand of the school’s approach to literacy



SparxReader Journey

Baseline Selecting Checking for Tracking and

. Rewarding

Assessment Books Understanding Monitoring

f 2 BE KIND | BE BRAVE | BE THE BEST YOU



Assessment & SparxReading Levels

e Students cannot revise for Sparx Reading Levels correlate to reading

assessments ages.

: : e Sparx Level 1-2: Reading Age 5-7 (Easier
e Baseline assessment to establish books to support struggling readers, and

starting point simpler tasks in place of questions)
* Interim assessment (Easter time) ° Sparx Level 3-4: Reading Age 9 -10 SEasier
to establish progress books to support struggling readers

* Sparx Level 5-6: Reading Age 11-12
* End of Year assessment to (I\r;liddle-grade books) SR

ensure that progress is sustained , Sparx Level 7-8: Reading Age 12-14
(Higher middle-grade books)

e Sparx Level 9+: Reading Age 15+
(Challenging books for stronger readers)
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Book Selection

Honesty and Lies X

Eloise Williams

| cannot survive here alone. | need a friend.” Winter, 1601. Greenwich Palace, London
On her first day in London, Honesty manages to get a job with Alice as a maid at
the court of Elizabeth 1. But while Honesty looks for attention and praise, to make a
better life for herself, Alice must stay invisible, hiding a terrible secret. In a world of
treason and revenge, their friendship will put them both in danger. Can they even
trust each other?

B eBook Version

ELOISE
WILLIAMS

Swap this book L 3% Continue Reading >
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Making Informed Choices

* It is important to control which texts <) Mylibracy > Choose  new book
are accessible to younger students so Shmkethiasiian
a number of books have a minimum s e
age attached to them. el e

* SparxReader will flag if a book
contains mature themes to a student
when they are choosing a book.
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e Students can hover on a label to see
what the mature themes are, in order
to make an informed choice of which U R ——
book to begin reading. Bhy |
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Book Selection

e Students are recommended
books based upon their baseline
assessed reading level

e Students can have two books in
their library at once and they will
be given a maximum of 4 books
to choose from

e Students can swap books once
they have read two sections
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How much do you like this book?

L8

How easy or difficult is this book?




Platform Accessibility

David ~ < g 149sre AN David ~

149sre MK David ~

Good afternoon, David

Latest book

Sherlock Holmes: A Study
surriock I Scarlet (Easy Classics)
INONGIRE  Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

Start Reading

Choose a different book

5. 4

Unlock Gold Reader

Reach 5 stars to unlock a 5-week Gold Reader
pass!

L

Home
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Sherlock Holmes: A Study in Scarlet

(Easy Classics)

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle

. Start reading here

I met Sherlock Holmes by chance. It seems
strange to me that such random occurrences
may have such an impact on the direction of
one’s life, but that is precisely what happened
that day in London.

I had returned to the city in 1879 after a
bullet wound in my shoulder had ended my
career as an army surgeon. My pension barely
covered the expense of keeping a room at a
hotel, and my health was too fragile for me to
find work as a doctor.

Q1. Watson (the narrator) and Stamford
had a secret handshake. How did
they end it?

Not in story High fived each other
They did a dance Span round in a circle
Clapped their hands With a bow



ontextual Definitions

I hold my breath and close my eyes. Here it comes...
Beep beep. Beep beep.

Ms Mezher stops for a moment anWe school assembly. I keep my eyes fixed on
the maths folder on mw lan That’s on rst alarm clock Tt’< stuck to the bottom of a

seat over near wl scans <) w 2 quieter: they’ll build
up slowly with o1 ider Mrs Keiren’s butt.

Scans in this sentence means to look around quickly

Ms Mezher tri and closely. Itrmeans to take a careful look at the Jents.
people and things that are around you.
€« ] n
Um, they lr Helpful? 1@ ([ 3 Having_trouble? esure...

This is a new feature. Your feedback helps us to improve.
Roan haan Ra.
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— COllinS scans x Q

French | German | ltalian | Spanish | Portuguese | Hindi | Chinese | Korean | .
Summary P iati Coll i Conj i Senter b
scan 00000
(sken 49 @)

Word forms: scans %9, scanning %), scanned %)

1. verb

When you scan written material, you look through it quickly in order to find important or interesting
information.

She scanned the advertisement pages of the newspapers. [
I haven't read much into it as yet. I've only just scanned through it.
Synonyms: glance over, ski
Scan is also a noun.

1 just had a quick scan through your book again. [+ th

2. verb [no passive]
When you scan a place or group of people, you look at it carefully, usually because you are looking for
something or someone.
The officer scanned the room. &

She was nervous and kept scanning the crowd for Paul. 1)

He raised the binoculars to his eyes again, scanning across the scene. |




Accessibility

Settings

If you're having trouble reading the text, try changing some of the font settings to
Settlngs something that you find easier to read.

If you're having trouble reading the text, try changing some of the font settings to
something that you find easier to read.

Alice was beginning to get very

Alice was beginning to get very tired of sitting by her sister on the bank, tired of sitting by her sister on the
and of having nothing to do: once or twice she had peeped into the book . . .

her sister was reading, but it had no pictures or conversations in it, “and bank » an d of havin g no thin g to do:
what is the use of a book,” thought Alice “without pictures or . . : .

conversations?”
Font Scale A

Font Scale Normal Large Larger Largest

Line Height Normal Larger Largest

Line Height Normal Large Larger Largest
Letter .
0 1 2 3
Letter 5 3 Spacing
Spacing

Font Merri th Verd Comic S Readable
Font Merriweather Verdana Comic Sans Readable ernweather erdana omie =ans

Background White Blue Cream Green Purple Pink Orange Background White Blue Yellow Green Pink Orange

Reading ) Reading j )
Guide None Line Guide Guide Nene i
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Why Are Students Quizzed?

e Link to video shared here


https://youtu.be/izYxubuZwyw?si=pS7IuictjJij22pk

Assessment

* Quizzing makes student
comprehension visible

e Students get immediate
feedback

e Staff are able to have discussions
with students regarding
understanding and/or
commitment
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< £ 149sre A’ David ~

Q1. Watson (the narrator) and Stamford
had a secret handshake. How did
they end it?

Not in story High fived each other

They did a dance an round in a circle
Clapped their hands




Expectation

* Students gain 300 Sparx Reader Sparx Reader
Points (SRP) per week

Certificate of achievement

o SRPS ta ke into ConSideration the This certificate is proudly presented to
differing start points of our
students
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Teacher Insights

Accuracy @
Average book reading age @ Average reading speed Excellent | Average number of words read
Good |
12.5 years 164 wpm Ok — 126,658
Low |
Very low
Student v Current book & book reading age @ Sparx level @ Speed (wpm) Accuracy @ SRP (all time) SRP (this year) Words read
[;=& Brandon Adams E Emily Knight | am... N5years 67 120 Good 13,918 srp 3,574 srp 109,263
[:zc‘l Maggie Aurelius E The Wonderful Wizard of ... 11years 97 195 Excellent 12,747 SRP 3,043 srp 154,033
[;:c’l Kamran Austen . Seaglass N5 years 47 147 Low 12,226 SrRP 2,906 srp 103,622
E‘\ Melisa Blake E Lost on Mars 125 years 70 135 Ok 13,063 srP 3,198 srp 104,830
[F4 Konrad Blyton ! Zachary Ying and the Dra.. 13 years 7.4 162 Ok 11,861 srp 3,136 srp 123,039
[::A Ruby Bronte ﬂ All Fall Down 145 years 90 286 Ok 13,007 srp 2,874 srp 195,767
[ Ayat Capote a The Wreck of the Argyll 13 years 6.7 138 Ok 16,130 srp 3,855 srp 19,350
[FA Brendan Chekhov § The Extremely Inconveni.. 12.5 years 6.7 157 Excellent 11,655 srp 2,831 srP 127,340
@ Pedro Chekhov gf Othergirl N5years 75 149 Good 11,863 srP 3,154 srp M,769
[::c‘l Elvis Clancy gf Othergirl N5years 50 *53 n8 Ok 11,857 srp 2,993 srpP 80,632
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Gold Reader Pass

ﬁ:} Gold Reader unlocked!

Well done Tim! Your hard work has unlocked Gold
Reader. This means that you are now able to add your
own books to Sparx Reader.

o]
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e Students who are doing additional
reading on top of their compulsory
homework will be rewarded for
this with gold stars.

* Once they reach 5 gold stars,
students are awarded a Gold
Reader pass which lasts for 5
weeks.

* When a student is awarded a Gold
Reader pass they can read a
physical book of their choice.



Gold Reader Pass

* Teachers can also manually add
Gold Reader Passes

e Students who are reading above
age related expectations can elect
to have a Gold Reader Pass so that
they can read their own books
instead of the books within the
SparxReader library

e Students who are making good
progress with their reading have a
wider selection of books/reduced
screen time




Rewards

e Students can opt into a

Leaderboard Lea d e r bo a rd
o oo G —— * Rewards for individuals and
. = [ tutor groups to incentivise

e Conversations with students
who are not engaging with

S—— reading
R * Develop a love of reading - not
e punish children for not/into
reading
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How to Support Your Child

e Link to video shared here


https://youtu.be/9sajwleC4jU?si=BNYlzHQA2x0_TZjb

Thank You

* Please could you scan the QR
code and complete the feedback
form (3 questions)

* If you have any questions that
you would like followed up —
please share them along with
your contact details

* Have a safe onward journey...



