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Apprenticeships –
what’s available?



There are different levels of 

apprenticeships
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Some Higher 
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Degree 
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Don’t necessarily rule out level 3 

or 4 apprenticeships…

• Some employers offer Level 3 or Level 4  

apprenticeships, rather than anything higher - to begin 

with…. They see how the apprentice progresses before 

potentially offering higher level training. 

• Goughs solicitors in Wiltshire offer a level 3  paralegal 

apprenticeship. For the ‘most talented and hardworking 

apprentices we are offering a potential further 

qualification …a solicitor apprenticeship’



Examples of some level 3 

Apprenticeships:

• NHS Apprentice Health Care (hospital-

based care) eg in audiology

• Business Administrator in Human 

Resources

• IT – setting up networks

• Digital Marketing
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Some examples of local Higher 

Level apprenticeships (2019)…

• National Trust (Swindon) - Software Development

• MOD (Corsham) - Business Analyst, Cyber Security

• Nationwide (Swindon) - Professional Accountancy

• St James’s Place (Cirencester) - various at higher and 
degree level

• Civil Service Fast Track (Bristol) - Policy, Business



Actuarial Apprentice 

• Grades BBC required at A level, to include 

a B or above in Maths

• £18,000



Another Higher apprenticeship

• Hanson (Chipping Sodbury)

• Management apprenticeship in mineral 

extractives

• 2 A levels required, £18,200



What is a degree apprenticeship?

• Employment offering full degree (degree 
is a level 6)

• 4+ years of employment…and the salary 
attached to this

• Employer pays for and chooses the 
degree

• Growth in numbers, but most remaining 
competitive to get into



• Students apply directly to the employer, not 

UCAS or the partner university

• Unlike UCAS applications, there isn’t one timeline for 

applications. Depends upon when the employer is 

hiring. Some employers start early, 10-12 months 

before start date

• The application process varies based on the 

employer… can include online tests, interview, 

assessment centre

• Study methods vary, employer decides which will work 

best. 

Many students 
complete a 
UCAS and

apprenticeship 
application(s) 
to keep their 
options open

How, when?



Degree apprenticeships

Started off in STEM areas:

• Digital and software

• Automotive 

engineering

• Banking

• Construction

• Chartered surveying

• Nuclear power

• Electronic 

engineering

• Aerospace 

engineering

• Defence systems 

engineering

• Laboratory science



Degree apprenticeship:

• Software degree apprenticeship

• Study for a BSc in Digital Technology 

Solutions, at Exeter University

• 3 A Levels required at AAB with either 

Maths or Physics and a second in Computer 

Science



Degree apprenticeship:

• Finance and Commercial Academy 

Apprenticeship

• Level 7! (masters equivalent)

• Management accounting qualification

• 5 years

• £326 a week





How do you find an apprenticeship?

gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship



Check out ‘indeed’ and ‘total’ job websites….
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When do I need to start 

looking…?

Year 12 students can start checking 

websites now. It’s too early to apply, but can 

jot down names of companies that are 

recruiting – they may be worth contacting 

next year…



When can I start looking for 

real…?

• Most employers start advertising 

between September and July of 

year 13  



And various other employment 
possibilities!

For example:

• Sales Assistant

• Armed Forces

• Teaching Assistant

• Outdoor Activity Instructor

• On-call Firefighter


